	CONGO Youth Advisory Committee


Information Note




What is YAC?

The CONGO-YAC is the newly developed Youth Advisory Committee to the Conference of NGOs in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations. The Youth Advisory Committee (YAC) aims to increase the participation of youth non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and youth in NGOs in CONGO’s work, towards strengthening youth access, participation, and voice at the United Nations.

YAC will work towards these goals by:

· compiling and disseminating information to youth NGOs, in a youth-friendly manner, to facilitate their access to the UN

· presenting proposals for changes in criteria for NGO access, where these current criteria are barriers for youth and/or youth NGOs 

· collecting and disseminating information on training, fundraising and support for youth participation in UN meetings

· collecting and disseminating information on existing youth caucuses and assisting in the establishment of new youth caucuses where relevant

· and more!

Why YAC?

Youth represent a significant and increasing portion of the world’s population. They are faced with numerous challenges and offer different perspectives on many issues. Yet often the specific concerns of youth are marginalized, as young people – especially those from developing countries – are still the most under-represented participants in decision-making at all levels.

Young people and youth organizations need to be engaged in and visible at the United Nations. Participation of youth is not only about exercising a right. Involving youth – who are key stakeholders in many issues – will lead to more informed decision-making. Recognizing that CONGO has the ability to play an active leadership role in nurturing the inclusion of youth and ensuring that all actors in the UN system take the promise of “full and effective” youth participation seriously, a group of young people and youth NGOs proposed that CONGO establish a Youth Advisory Committee.

In February 2003, CONGO and the UN’s Focal Point on Youth invited a number of young people and youth NGOs to discuss a framework for the CONGO-YAC. Participants came from Asia-Pacific, Africa, the Middle East, Europe, North and South America and represented national, regional, and international NGOs. They developed terms of reference and a programme of work for the Youth Advisory Committee, and agreed upon a selection process and selection criteria, which was agreed by the CONGO Board in March.

What is CONGO?

CONGO stands for the Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations in Consultative Relationship with the United Nations. It is an independent, international, not-for-profit membership association of NGOs that facilitates the participation of NGOs in United Nations debates and decisions.

Since its founding in 1948, CONGO has worked to ensure that NGO voices are heard throughout the UN system. CONGO’s role in mobilizing NGOs to form the first worldwide NGO forum on human rights in 1968, its role in conceiving forms of NGO participation in UN world conferences, and its advocacy on behalf of NGOS at UN Headquarters highlight CONGO’s major objectives: to ensure that NGOs are present when governments discuss issues of global concern at the United Nations and to facilitate NGO discussions on such issues.

CONGO is most active in the major UN centres of New York, Geneva, and Vienna, but extends its work to all regions of the world. For more information about CONGO, go to < www.ngocongo.org >.

Applying to the CONGO-YAC

The Youth Advisory Committee will be made up of 15 members who:

· are under the age of 30

· have demonstrated knowledge of the UN

· have experience working internationally

· have a commitment to youth participation and an understanding of the major issues involved

· currently work or volunteer (or have in the past) with an NGO which is willing to endorse the candidate’s application

· have regular access to email

· have a working knowledge of English

YAC members will be appointed for one year, after which they may be invited to continue for an additional term (up to a maximum of three years). They will come with a commitment from their endorsing NGO to provide continued support and access to the NGO’s network throughout the member’s term.

In addition to the above criteria, selection of members will seek to achieve regional, gender, and age diversity: there will be no less than five of either gender; at least three of the 15 members will be under age 20; and members will reflect a balance of the five regions of ECOSOC.

The first serving members of YAC will be appointed in July 2003, replacing the Interim Steering Committee that was formed in February 2003. Thereafter members will serve for one year, with reappointments occurring in July each year.

One meeting per year will be held, finances permitting, with most work conducted on email. CONGO expects that meeting to occur in conjunction with a major CONGO meeting, such as a regional gathering, CONGO Board meeting or CONGO General Assembly. The working language of YAC will be English.

The President of CONGO, in consultation with the officers and Board, will appoint the members of the YAC.

For further information please contact the CONGO office in New York, either by telephone (+1 212 986 8557), fax (+1 212 986 0821) or email: congony@ngocongo.org.

* Deadline for applications: 15 June 2003 *







